
 

 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter - December 13, 2019 

 
Dear Willow Creek families, 
 
We hope you had a good week!  Here’s the news from our middle school team: 
 
English Language Arts with Ms. Rampulla  
 
7th Grade  
This week: Students have been finishing their short stories and turned them in today! We perfected peer 
review and editing this week. We will celebrate by having a pizza publishing party on Monday where 
students volunteer to read their stories to the rest of the class. 
8th Grade  
This week: Students are writing a comparative essay on author’s craft and theme. Instead of using short 
stories as we did for our previous thematic essay, students have chosen song lyrics to discuss. I have 
found that EVERY student was able to connect to this assignment and engagement is at 100%! 
 
Please hold your child accountable for their reading 30 min/night or 30 pages/night.  
As always, feel free to contact me:  mrampulla@willowcreekacademy.org 
 
Mathematics with Mr. St. Denny  
 
College Week: 
This week 7th and 8th graders learned to calculate GPA, and explored some data around college 
admissions, graduation rates, and projected income by major. Later in the year we’ll be doing calculations 
centered around college affordability. Check out https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/ to see some great data 
that has only been available for the last few years. Highlights include average costs, debt, and income of 
graduates one year after completion by major! 
 
7th Grade 
In addition to data inquiry and analysis, we are also working on proportion. Ask your kids about the desmos 
activity Marcellus the Giant, where we used visual proportion to build understanding of mathematical 
proportion. We also used the written response sections as an opportunity to begin building the written 
explanation skills that are so important to the CAASPP performance tasks. 
 
8th Grade 
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Eighth graders are using their algebra skills to transform equations, and solve systems of equations by 
graphing and through algebraic methods. 
Algebra:  
We’ve been working with transformations on linear equations, and solving problems that are framed in 
such that the best route to a solution might be through using slope-intercept, standard, or point, slope form. 

 

 
 
Homework 



Continue to expect your students to do for problems from CPM everyday, or 30 minutes of DreamBox 
which they must record on paper in order to get credit. Algebra students are finishing through chapter 5.2.3 
 
Please feel free to reach out with questions:  sst.denny@willowcreekacademy.org 
 
 
Science with Mrs. Martinez  
bmartinez@willowcreekacademy.org 
 
7th and 8th Grade: 
 
7th grade students completed their fast food assignments comparing nutrition information for two fast food 
restaurants and began testing their calorimeters burning various food samples to measure changes in 
mass and temperature change. This data will be used to calculate and compare calorie amounts. 8th 
graders did activities related to cellular respiration and gas exchange in the lungs and are currently looking 
at the transfer of energy in ecosystems through food chains. Next week in science both grades will be 
participating in a specialized health education program presented by Huckleberry Youth Programs. A letter 
went home this week explaining the topics. Please let us know if you have questions.  
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Social Studies  
 
7th and 8th Grade:  Hello everyone, 
Happy Friday to the Willow Creek Academy community! 7th graders this week have been working on 
identifying the three main themes while reading about Muhammad in our new Islam unit. 8th graders have 
been learning about the causes of The French and Indian War. Both classes are getting ready to present 
their immigration projects next week. I had a wonderful time meeting some of parents at the Bridge The 
Gap holiday party and making fun crafts with the students!  

 
As always, if you need to reach a teacher for any reason, email is best.  

 
Sean St. Denny - Math - sst.denny@willowcreekacademy.org  

Rachel Russell - Social studies - rrussell@willowcreekacademy.org 
Michelle Rampulla - ELA - Mrampulla@willowcreekacademy.org 
Brittney Martinez- Science - bmartinez@willowcreekacademy.org  

Belinda Ingraham - Spanish - bingraham@willowcreekacademy.org  
Lauren Haberly - Art - lhaberly@willowcreekacademy.org  

Dave Singleton - PE - dsingleton@willowcreekacademy.org  
Lynnette Egenlauf - PE - legenlauf@willowcreekacademy.org 
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